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Cuomo Official: Redistricting Plan Has Several Hammers
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The law Gov. Cuomo pushed to reform the redistricting process is said to contain two hammers to ensure reforms happen, a senior administration official said.

The first involves the Legislature's vow to not only pass the constitutional amendment reforming the process this year, but also next January so it can go before voters afterward.

According to the Cuomo official, if one or both houses of the Legislature fail to follow through on the constitutional amendment, they automatically lose the ability to nominate anyone to the independent commission that will be charged with drawing the lines.

Meanwhile, if the Legislature in 10 years twice rejects the commission's work, lawmakers will draw the district boundaries but will only with a maximum deviation of 2%, the source said.  Currently the maximum deviation is 5%.

"That is a very very tight statute on both ends," the Cuomo official said.
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